
Urban Studies

The urbanization of the World
• Evolution of world’s urban population by continents (2008 – for the 

first time urban population is greater then rural one)

• The megalopolis of the world

• Differences of growth rates

• The future of world’s urbanization: hypothesis and limits
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EVOLUTION AND 
TRENDS IN 
WORLDWIDE 
URBANISATION

1950‐2025
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Map 1.
Percentage urban and location of urban agglomerations  with at least 500,000 inhabitants, 2014

Urban agglomerations
Megacities of 10 million or mor e
Large cities of 5 to 10 million

ed cities of 1 to 5 million
Cities of 500 000 to 1 million

Percentage urban
80 or over
60 to 80
40 to 60
20 to 40
Less than 20

Source: World Urbanization Prospects The 2014 Revision – Highlights, United Nations – New York
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Figure 4.
Average annual rate of change of the percentage urban by major areas, 1950–2050

The pace 
of urbanization has 
varied over time 
and across major areas

Source: World Urbanization Prospects The 2014 Revision – Highlights, United Nations – New York
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Urban growth 2005-2010



SLOW AND UNEVEN PROGRESS

South continues its 
demographic rise

Source:  “Alternatives Internationales”, série N.º 12, p.52, Janvier 2013.



GLOBAL URBAN POPULATION



Source: World Urbanization Prospects The 2014 Revision –
Highlights, United Nations – New York
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Source:  “Mondaymorning” Weekly Magazine, special edition, 1 May 2007.

Obs: in red the agglomerations with more then 10 million inhabitants.
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MEGACITIES
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10 K        50 K      5 M                    8 M              

World population in 2100 = 10 billion

Nº of cities greater then 1 K = 25 million
Over 10 K   =  652,000
Over 100 K =    71,100
Over  1 M   =       1,600



Major disparities in life 
expectancy in 2011

Precarious housing conditions still worries 
the world

Population living in urban slums (in millions) 
and proportion of urban population living in 
slums (in%)

Source:  “Alternatives Internationales”, série N.º 12, p.52‐53, Janvier 2013.

POPULATION INEQUITIES IN THE 
WORLD


